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IN THE CLAIMS 

The claims have been amended as shown In the following complete listing: 

1. (previously presented) An arm assembly for an excavator, said arm assembly 
comprising: 

an arm comprising a first hook including a first open mouth, said arm further 
comprising a first pin capturing system that selectively obstructs the first open mouth; 

a link movable relative to. said arm and comprising a second hook including a 
second open mouth, said second open mouth oriented toward said arm, said link 
further comprising a second pin capturing system that selectively obstructs the second 
open mouth; 

an attachment control cylinder operably coupled to said link for varying the 
position of said link relative to said arm; and, 

first and second guide links located on opposite sides of said arm, each of said 
guide links extending between and pivotally connected to said arm and said link. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

■ 

4. (currently amended) The arm assembly as set forth in claim 1, wherein: 

said first pin capturing system comprises: (i) a first pin-capturing member 
movably connected to said arm and movable between a first position where said first 
open mouth is configured to receive and release an associated attachment pin, and a 
second position, where said first pin-capturing member obstructs said first open mouth 
and captures an associated attachment pin in said first hook; and, (ii) a first hydraulic 
actuator operably coupled to said first pin-capturing member and operable to move said 
first pin-capturing member to and between its first and second positions; and, 
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said second pin capturing system comprises: (i) a second pin-capturing member 
movably connected to said link and movable between a first position where said second 
open mouth is configured to receive and release an associated attachment pin, and a 
second position, where said second pin-capturing member obstructs said second open 
mouth and captures an associated attachment pin in said second hook; and, (ii) a 
second hydraulic actuator operably coupled to said second pin-capturing member and 
operable to move said second pin-capturing members member to and between its first 
and second positions. 

5. (original) The arm assembly as set forth in claim 4, wherein said first and 
second pin capturing members are slidably movable between said first and second 
positions relative to said arm and link, respectively. 

■ 

6. (previously presented) The arm assembly as set forth in claim 4, wherein said 
first and second hydraulic actuators comprise first and second hydraulic cylinders 
connected to said first and second pin-capturing members, respectively. 

7. (original) The arm assembly as set forth in claim 4, wherein: 

a portion of said arm that defines said first hook comprises a first slot, and 
wherein said first pin-capturing member spans said first open mouth and comprises a 
first tip portion that is slidably received in said first slot when said first pin-capturing 
member is moved to said second position; and, 

a portion of said link that defines said second hook comprises a second slot, and 
wherein said second pin-capturing member spans said second open mouth and 
comprises a second tip portion that is slidably received in said second slot when said 
second pin-capturing member is moved to said second position. 
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8. (original) The arm assembly as set forth in claim 7, wherein said first and 
second tip portions each comprise a wedge-shaped portion. 

9. (canceled) 

10. (currently amended) Ar The arm assembly as set forth in claim 4 for an 
excavator , sa i d arm assembly further comprising: 

an arm comprising a first hook including a first open mouth, said ami furth er 
comprising a first pin capturing member that moves between a first position and a 
second posit i on, where i n said first p i n capturing member obstructs the first open mouth 
when in i ts second position; 

a link movable relative to said arm and compris i ng a sceond hook including a 
second open mouth, said second open mouth oriented toward said arm, said link 
further comprising a second pin - capturing member that se l ectively obstructs the second 
open mouth; and, 

a stop pin, wherein said arm defines first and second receiving locations for said 
stop pin, and wherein said stop pin engages said first pin-capturing member and 
prevents movement of said first pin-capturing member from its second position to its 
first position when said stop pin is inserted in said second receiving location. 

11. (currently amended) Ar Ihe arm assembly as set forth in claim 4 for an 
excavator , said arm assemb l y further comprising: 

an arm comprising q first hook including a first open mouth, sa i d arm further 
comprising a first p i n capturing system that select i vely obstructs the first open mouth; 

a link movab l e re l ative to said arm and comprising, a second hook inc l uding a 
second open mouth, said second open mouth oriented toward said arm, said link 
further compr i sing a second pin - capturing system that se l ective l y obstructs the second 
open mouth, where i n said second pin captur i ng s ystem comprises a second pin 
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capturing member that moves between first and second positions and foot obstructs 
said second open mouth when in said second pos i t i on; ond, 

a stop pin, wherein said link defines first and second receiving locations for said 
stop pin, and wherein said stop pin engages said second pin-capturing member and 
prevents movement of said second pin-capturing member from its second position to its 
first position when said stop pin is inserted in said second receiving location. 

12. (original) The arm assembly as set forth in claim 1, wherein said link comprises 
a first axial end and a second axial end, said second hook is adjacent said second axial 
end, and wherein said second mouth is oriented toward said arm and angled toward 
said first axial end of said link. 

13. (currently amended) An Ihe arm assembly as set forth in claim 4. wherein fef 
an excavator, said arm assemb l y compris i ng: 

an arm compris i ng a first hook including q first open mouth, said arm further 
comprising a first pin capturing member that sel e ctively obstructs the first open mouth; 
afidy 

a l ink movable relat i ve to said arm and comprising a second hook i nclud i ng o 

second open mouth, soid second open mouth oriented toward said arm, sa i d link 
further compris i ng a second pin capturing member that selectively obstructs the secon d 
open mouth, wherein said link further comprises an inner surface oriented toward said 
arm and wherein said inner surface comprises an unobstructed ramp surface that 
blends said inner surface into said second hook. 

14. (currently amended) Ar The arm assembly as set forth in claim 4 r wherein fef 
an excavator, said arm assembly compr i sing: 

an arm compr i sing a first hook i nc l ud i ng a first open mouth, said arm further 
comprising a first pin capturing member that se l ective l y obstructs the first open mouth; 
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a l ink movab l e re l ative to sa i d arm and comprising a second hook including a 
second open mouth, sa i d s e cond open mouth oriented toward sold arm, sa i d link 
further comprising a second p i n capturing member that selectively obstructs the second 
open mouth, wherein said second hook comprises an inner partially-cylindrical surface 
defined by a radius centered at an origin, said inner surface extending for not more 
than 180 degrees between first and second ends and comprising a mid-point that lies 
halfway between the first and second ends eedsj 

an attachment control cy l inder oporably coup l ed to said link for varying the 
pos i tion of said l ink relative to said arm . 

15. (original) The arm assembly as set forth in claim 14, wherein: 

said link comprises first and second opposite axial ends and wherein said first 
axial end comprises a pair of aligned bores defined about a pivot axis, said aligned 
bores defining a pin-on location for pivotally connecting said link to said attachment 
control cylinder; and, 

a hook angle of less than 90 degrees is defined between a first plane that passes 
through said mid-point and said origin, and a second plane that passes through said 
origin and said pivot axis. 

16. (currently amended) Ar Ihe arm assembly as set forth in claim 1, wherein fer 
□n excavator, said arm assemb l y comprising: 

a n arm comprising a first hook including a first open mouth, said arm further 
comprising a first pin capturing system that selectively obstructs the first open mouth; 
andy 

a - tink movable relative to said arm and comprising a second hook inc l uding a 
second open mouth, sa i d second open mouth oriented towar d said arm, said link 
further comprising a second pin capturing system that selectively obstructs the second 
open mouth, wherein said arm further comprises an engagement point with which said 
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second hook of said link is selectively engageable to prevent swinging of said link 
relative to said arm. 
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20. 


(canceled) 


21. 


(canceled) 


22. 


(canceled) 


23. 


(canceled) 


24. 


(canceled) 


25. 


(canceled) 


26. 


(canceled) 


27. 


(canceled) 


28. 


(canceled) 


29. 


(canceled). 
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